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land, where political and religious liberty might
flourish ; where men might worship God in their
own way, and govern themselves according to their
own desires. At a time when intolerance in Church
and State appeared to be gaining the victory, the
lovers of freedom found a fresh home in the New
World, whence, at a much later date, their descen-
dants returned to fight and to die to secure for the
people of the older states the blessings which they
themselves enjoyed.

The reign of Elizabeth is, in some measure, an
intermediate period ; during it the royal power
reached its highest point, and during it also the
last struggle between prerogative and liberty began.
Under the Tudor sovereigns, the Monarchy, as has
been seen, acquired a position of very great strength,
and was able to commit many illegalities. And the
last of that dynasty was, perhaps, more like an
absolute ruler than any other king or queen of
England. In every branch of the national life the
royal power made itself felt. The Lords, temporal
and spiritual alike, were willingly submissive ; the
Commons were bullied into obedience, and every-
where resistance was punished through the joint
instrumentality of the two courts of Star Chamber
and High Commission. By means of the Councils,
created under Henry VIII., and by the establish-
ment of courts-martial in other districts, a very large
part of the country was practically deprived of the
benefits both of the constitution and of the Common
Law, while both these were infringed or modified
through the medium of royal proclamations and of